
 
On January 9, 2008, the State of Florida Senate, En vironmental and Preservation 
Committee held hearings in Tallahassee on FDEP proposed legislation  to close all six 
of the south Florida ocean sewage outfall pipes. 

 
Several environmental organizations made presentatio ns and provided comments in favor of 
the proposal. 

 
Miami-Dade and Broward Counties argued against the plan. 

 
The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administ ration, which is under contract to the 
wastewater treatment plant trade organization made a  futile attempt to cloud the issue. The 
sewer plant’s consultant, NOAA’s Dr. John Proni, tr ied to shift the focus away from the sewage 
outfalls, blaming algal blooms and reef degradation  on cold water upwellings, agriculture run-
off, groundwater discharge, inlets, septic systems,  atmospheric deposition and every 
conceivable culprit other than his client’s sewage outfall pipes.  Proni’s presentation was 
based on unpublished studies and questionable data interpretation. NOAA has not released 
these data and has refused to make it available.  R eef Rescue has filed a “Freedom of 
Information Act” request with the federal government  to have the Proni data made public. 
 
The NOAA “take my word for it”  smoke and mirror presentation was reminiscent of t he Bush 
administration’s refusal to accept evidence of Glob al Warming and the Tobacco Industry’s 
decades long misinformation campaign. 
 
Thankfully, based on the laughter which followed ma ny of the opponent’s statements, not 
many in the audience were buying the dog and Proni show. 
 
Proni’s final admission, when questioned by the Sen ate, that he, himself would not swim in the  
outfall effluent plume was a fitting end to his pre sentation. 

 
 

Below is the Reef Rescue Power Point presentation m ade to the Senate. 
 
Unlike NOAA, we have made our backup data available  for public review. 
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The smoking Delray Beach ocean outfall pipeThe smoking Delray Beach ocean outfall pipe
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http://www.reef-rescue.org/PowerPoint/Delray1.wmv 
After viewing video close window to return to slideshow 

Video by Elaine Blum 
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 Photo by Steve Spring 
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